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step-cutting and Odell now took the lead. The
site of Camp IV is separated from the actual col
by a maze of snow ridges and partially concealed
crevasses, and through it a way had to be found.
Odell happily succeeded in finding a bridge across
the most serious crevasse ; and a feasible route
was established. This put the finishing touch
to a good day's work, and at 3.45 they started
do/wn.
But they were thoroughly exhausted men and
from sheer weariness allowed themselves to run
risks they would, in an ordinary way, have care-
fully avoided. They took the old 1922 route
and went fast. Norton and Mallory were on
ahead unroped. Odell and the porter followed
behind. First Norton had a nasty slip. Then
the porter slipped, and having tied the rope on
to himself with only a reef knot the rope came
undone and he was only saved from fatal conse-
quences by a lucky patch of soft snow. And now
Mallory himself was in serious trouble. He had
walked into an obvious crevasse. He had prodded
the snow with which it was choked and had thought
he was safe. But the snow suddenly gave way
and in he went, falling about ten feet before he
fetched up breathless and half blind; for the snow
had tumbled all round him as he fell, and he had
gone through some nasty moments before he
found himself precariously supported by the
ice-axe which he still held in his right hand and
which had caught across the crevasse. It was